Tour the Uintah
Where to Start
The usual place to start your Uintah tour is at &0 which was the headquarters of
the railway. Mack is located 20 miles west of Grdndction, CO on US 6 and is just
north of the I-70 Mack turnoff. You can, of cours&rt at Watson, UT which is
accessible from either Rangely, CO or Vernal, Ul &ke this tour in reverse order. If
you wish to return to your starting area from eittieection, you can either backtrack the
route or take Colo 139, which is a good paved todtie east running roughly parallel to
the Uintah route.

Before You Start

Most of the tour is over dirt back roads that ammetimes in poor condition, especially

in the Baxter Pass region, so it is recommendedythahave a high clearance vehicle
and preferably one with four wheel drive. Once leave Mack there are no services of
any kind until you come out at Rangely, CO., apprately 70 miles away, so it is

highly recommended that you have a full tank of,faegood map of the area, a compass,
a supply of drinking water, some lunch or snacksl, @ cell phone in case you need to
call 911. As a minimum you should have a good Galorand Utah road map, but most
road maps do not show the Baxter Pass road so thatckours does. If you want more
detail get the Geological Survey 1:100 000 scakn@Junction. CO., Douglas Pass,
CO., and Sheep Ridge, UT. maps for tracking tHe/agi There are also 1:50,000
USGS maps for CO, but none for UT. Baxter Passnsesimes impassable in the winter,
and after rain storms, (especially the shady neidé) so you should check on conditions
with the Mesa County Sheriffs Department, or theekistore if in doubt.

Reminder

Some of the Uintah Railway grade and sites arerimate property. Please respect
private property rights. The remaining Uintah graded sites lie on lands administered
by the Bureau of Land Management. In order to puesthese sites for all to enjoy,
Federal law prohibits the disturbance or removalrof artifacts. Please help protect and
preserve these sites for future generations toyenjo

Driving the Route

This guide will point out the most interesting vaaly related sites and will give you an
idea of what you can expect to see. Please natedoaneter and milepost distances will
differ by several miles because the road bypassesd the railway grade for a short
distance just out of Mack, and around severalle@gishouts along the way. Other then
these slight bypasses, the road is either on, mgratese to, the railway grade as far as a
turnoff just north of Dragon, UT. After this turrfothe road bypasses most of the area
between Dragon and Rainbow Junction because ofedasiit trestles in a narrow
canyon. If more detail is desired on the routeitessit is highly recommended that you
have Rodger Polley’s book#intah Railway Pictorial, volumes| & 1.
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Let's Get Started

Mack, CO - We will start our tour at the intersection of 8%&nd the road to I-70. Mack
was not only the headquarters of the Uintah, b tlve point where all freight was
transferred between the narrow gauge Uintah andtémelard gauge D&RG railroad.
The only Uintah structure still standing is thetegisig of the Uintah Hotel which has,
until recently, been used as a rock shop. The wiegt and lobby was destroyed by fire
in 1960 . The street just south of the hotel waslintah track and the curved section to
the west was a leg of the wye. The combined D&RG&H station was between this
section of track and the present D&RGW track.

Note - The mileages given in this guide are from thiglisection so it is suggested that
you zero your odometer before proceeding, and eleate that we will zero the
odometer again on top of Baxter Pass. Railway rogeppand odometer readings will be
given at numerous points in a (MP-28, O-33.5) fdrrivilepost distances will usually be
to the nearest whole number, whereas the odonesdimngs will usually be to one
decimal point. Keep in mind that odometer readivglsvary among vehicles, but should
serve as an useful guide just the same.

Route - Proceed west on US 6

Note - Along this section as far as MP 4.6, the Uintéihzed the old D&RG roadbed
which was abandoned when the D&RG was standardegbaigd rerouted from Mack to
follow the Colorado River. In many places the raadlban still be seen running parallel
to the north side of the highway.

Bridge 0-A, (MP-1, O-.8) This was the first bridge on thetsoand the embankments
can be seen just north of the present road bridge.

Bridge 1-A, (MP-2, O-1.9) Bridge 1-A was one of the longesstles on the Uintah. On
the night of Sept. 30, 1911 part of the trestlekeead by flooding and engine #10
toppled into the creek killing the fireman and anmialing on the pilot looking for
washouts.

Point - At 3.9 miles west of Mack the highway has altdligend to the left. At this point
the railway continued straight ahead following tiweth bank of Salt Creek. Just north of
here was the siding of Clarkton where sugar beetge Wwaded into gondolas.

Route - Turn around and backtrack for 1.4 miles and horth on Mesa County 8. There
IS a sign pointing to Baxter Pass at this turnldwokhis road north for 1.8 miles then turn
west on Mesa County R road and follow it for 2 milatil it ends overlooking a valley.

From this point you can look down in the valley wéhe Uintah ran north west, and the
D&RG headed west to Salt Lake City. The Uintahtsffi from the old D&RG roadbed,
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just south of here (just south of a large treedl, @ntinued north west on new roadbed.

Route - From here head north 1 mile to a paved road wyaueurn left (west) and and
continue 1 mile where you will reach the end of pagement. At this point the road
becomes dirt and turns northwest - this is theinaation of the Uintah roadbed that we
had to leave earlier, and is at (MP-6.4, O-11.8)lokw this dirt road which is, with few
exceptions, is on or adjacent to the roadbed.

Route -In about 3 miles there is a small road junctio sgaight through staying on

the main road heading northeast. In 1.2 miles ghésfunction the road will make a
climbing left turn and then descend to the riglisTshort detour bypasses approximately
1.2 miles of roadbed to avoid two washed out tessiin general, in this area, any place
the road suddenly has sharper curves and/or stgegugs, it is bypassing washed out
trestles.

Note - Between the two bypassed trestles there wasigtdt@0' siding and a small
section house called Salt Wash, later called Sgrabloere is nothing there to identify
the location (which can not be seen from the roaither then faint indications of a wider
then normal roadbed. The middle of this siding Wi#s11.5.

Route - At 20.4 miles you will pass a road to a pumpstafion that is a little to the east.
Approx 4 miles past the pumping station (MP-19,4032 there will be a split in the
road. You want to bear left (north) as the othadrgoes northeast up South Canyon.

Carbonera - (MP-20, O-25.5) 1.2 miles north of the splittihe road, on the west side, is
Carbonera. It is hard to identify, but there isiiadff on the left to a gas well that is just
to the north. The mine can be recognized by ami@dbr a mine track and some large
chunks of concrete in the brush at the end ofribknie. The concrete chunks are the
remains of the coal loading tipple. The coal mires\at the upper end of the incline and
a small settlement was in the large open areaetsdhth.

Carbonera was the only settlement between MackAtettee and was where the
Uintah’s parent company, the Gilson Asphalt Compédway it's own wholly owned and
operated coal mine. This mine produced all the fayalunning the railway, firing the
boilers at Mack and Atchee, and heating the buiisliand residences along the route. Al
that can be seen today is the chunks of concretantne track incline, and indications of
where some of the houses were. There were twogsichcks here with one running
under the tipple and the other running past the end

Route -Keep going north from Carbonera for eight more mitereach the town of
Atchee. You will again notice that where the road Bharper curves, you are usually
bypassing washed out trestles. Several old tregéle can still be seen in this area.

Point of interest- Four and a half miles past Carbonera (O-30detlis an old boiler
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shell off to the left side of the road. It is nert@in what this was but it is believed to be
the original boiler from the Atchee machine shop] had been used as creek rip rap or
as a culvert.

Atchee- (MP-28.3, O-34) Atchee was the site of the Uirganaintenance shops and
was where the “flatland” rod locomotives were repld with “pass climbing” Shay
locomotives for the grueling climb over Baxter Pdshad a two stall engine house with
an attached machine shop, a car shop, coal seyuigstle, two water tanks, a wye,
housing and a school for the employees, and a yfamo hole outhouse” for the use of
passengers. In addition to supplying the town &eddcomotives, the water tanks were
used to fill water cars used to supply water totthvens of Carbonera and Mack, and any
section houses along the way.

Today the only thing still standing is the concnetls of the machine shop. The engine
shop was connected to the west end of this madhiop, and you can still see the
outlines of the inspection pits and “driver drop & pit used to remove the drivers (the
large wheels) from under the locomotives) hiddethenweeds. There is hardly a trace of
anything else remaining.

Route - Cross a bridge, which goes around the old Brig on the north edge of
Atchee, and follow the road, which now heads noes$ivio Moro Castle.

Point of interest - (MP-30, 0-34.6) About one and a half miles gmgtge 28A there is a
fairly sharp turn to the left. This is where théamous 7.5% grade, to the pass, began.

Moro Castle - (MP-30, O-35) Moro Castle is famous as the @ite of the two sharpest
curves on the railway. The curve is°@@88' radius) and is on a 7.5% grade. Much of the
curve is on fill and was a constant maintenancélpro for the Uintah. This was one of
the favorite places for photographers to take pgstwf Uintah trains.

Point of interest- (MP-31, O-36) In 1918 engine 20, with it's usoak combine, had a
brake system failure coming down the pass andHeftracks at this curve. The
passengers and engine crew jumped but the condstaiged in the car and was killed.

Point of interest- (MP-32, O-36.7) There is a fill just past a lefirve. This was
originally a four span (62') trestle but was repltagvith a fill to reduce maintenance.

Shale Tank- (MP-32.5, O-38.3) Just before the long gradéhapside of the pass you

will go through a sweeping curve to your left. Téés a large Aspin grove sweeping
down from the ridge to this curve. The Aspin grazvéhere because there is a spring near
the top of the ridge and this was utilized to sypphter to the tank. Today you can see
some concrete and pipe and see a flat area abeveat where the tank used to be. Just
short of this point was a passing siding calledi&ha

1-15-06 Page 4



Route - Continue for another 2 miles to Baxter Pass. Ydunatice a couple of sudden
sharp turns on this stretch - these are placesentherpass slid away and cuts were made
around the slides. This has continued since thsliRRdown, so the road deviates a little
from the original roadbed in these spots.

Baxter Pass- (MP-34, O-40) There was a short wye, a sidiniglegraph booth, and a
section house on the West side. Trains would alstys here for brake inspections
before descending either side.

Note - Please re zero your odometer before proceedimgremaining distances will be
measured from this point, in order to reduce thenoeter reading error between different
vehicles. If you forget to do this, just add 40emito all further odometer readings.

Deer Run- (MP-36, O-1.9) This was a short stub sidingyoar right, established to
serve as a coal servicing point for the Shay Lodoras. Pile driver 001, was often
spotted here in the spring to be available to repashed out trestles and to drive old rail
into the ground to stabilize shifting embankments.

Columbine Tank - (MP-37,0-3.3) As you enter a right turn you vedle the remains of
an old log cabin on your left.. The cabin was sames$ used by section crews. There
was a water tank on the left a short ways befagecibin, and a telegraph booth near the
cabin.

This area was very popular for picnics and sometigpecial trains were run for that
purpose. There was much timber, used for ties and supports, cut in ths area so there
was a balloon loop here so timber trains couldubeetd without having to go all the way
to Baxter Pass to be turned. A picture on P-17heWUintah Railway Pictorial, Vol |1
shows the water spout, telegraph booth, and thedsaloop.

Hairpin Curve - (MP-39, 0O-4.9) This was the second 65 degr8eréglius) curve on
the Uintah. Pages 200 & 201 of thentah Railway Pictorial, Vol 1l shows a great view
of a troop train working it's way around this curve

McAndrews Lake - (MP-40, O-5.9 (at the dam)) This lake was damimgthe Uintah

as a water supply for Wendella, where it was usetbComotives and was shipped to all
points North using the Uintah’s unique water catss lake was also the source of the
ice stored in ice houses at settlements along thiakl There were also two section
houses on the east side of the track at the souémet of the lake.

Wendella- (MP-41, 0O-6.8) A short ways north of McAndrelaske you approach a
small ranch on the east side of the road, thisdssite of Wendella. On the west side of
the road just short of the ranch, hidden by brissthe remains of the water tank
foundation. The open area just south of the rasethiere the short wye used to be.
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The middle of the three small buildings, just Soaitthe main ranch building, is an old
section house from McAndrews and on the north gfdbe yard is an old octagon
shaped telegraph booth from somewhere on the Uintah

Note - There is one gate across the road past WenttalaOK to pass through but if it
is closed, please close it after you do

Whiskey Trestle - (MP-48, O-14) Three miles from the Utah bordey will drive
through a wash adjacent to an old trestle sitecum yight. This trestle was called
Whiskey Trestle (it went across Whiskey Creek) @rthe trestle presently on display at
the Cross Orchards site in Grand Junction. A fewbér stubs are still visible on the
abutments.

Utah border - (MP-50, O-16.6) You will cross into Utah at tipisint and will remain in
Utah for the rest of the route. The road now betentah County 400 - Dragon
Road".

Viewpoint - A short ways past the boarder the road climlesvehill and makes a turn to
the left, opposite a small flat area on the rigtiis flat area affords a good view of some
undisturbed roadbed that still has ties scattel@igat. This spot is also a great place for
a snack or lunch break.

Dragon - (MP-53, O-20.1) Dragon was the end of the misi@ When the Uintah was
built. It was where passengers and freight wersteared to stage coaches and freight
wagons to continue northwest to Vernal, UT. as aglbeing the nearest town serving
the Dragon mine located 1.1 miles to the west. &keas a small town here with a
Uintah hotel, a large freight warehouse, and mdhgrdouildings, as well as a wye for
turning trains

Route - Turn left (west) at the narrow dirt road in Doagand drive 1.1 miles to the site
of the Dragon mine, which will be on your right.

Dragon Mine - (O-61.1) Dragon mine was the first producing enihat the Uintah
serviced and was the object of the initial congtomc There was a small wye across from
the mine, as well as numerous living quarters amgrouildings in the area.

Route - Turn around and backtrack to Dragon. Turn ledir{im) on the original road, and
go one half mile to where there is a road going &aa gas pumping station. This was
Country Boy siding.

Country Boy Siding - (MP- 53.5, O-23.4) This was a loading pointttoe Rector and
Country Boy mines, which were in the hills to thesvand on the same ore vein as the
Dragon Mine.

Route - Continue north 2.3 miles (0-25.7) and turn lefeét) at the BLM sigh pointing
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to Three Mile Canyon and Atchee Ridge. This rodtliatah County 4051 - 3 Mile
Canyon”.

Note - we are now leaving the Uintah route, becafiseimerous washed out trestles in a
narrow canyon, and will not rejoin it until reacithe Rainbow area. You could
continue on the present road for another two nliéfere it turns away from the RR

route, but the roadbed in this area is very haaigoern so it is hardly worth it.

Route - follow this road, which is on a streambed untdbruptly turns steep and
winding for a short ways, for 4.6 miles. Shortlyeafthe steep winding portion, we make
a right turn (north) at a BLM sign pointing to Raow and Bonanza (O-30.3). This new
road is “Uintah County 405 - Rainbow Loop”.

Route -Stay on UC - 405 and you will approach a rockrfation on your right called
“Thimble Rock”. After passing this formation youllvnake a 90 degree right turn and
cross over a cattle guard at O-35.3. At .1 mila geescattle guard you will be at the
southwest edge of Rainbow.

Rainbow - (0-35.4) From here you can see a small valley tdsvgour left; this valley

is the site of the town of Rainbowo the southeast you can see the Thimble Top mine,
by following the Gilsonite veins. To the northwgsu can see the Rainbow Mine.
Directly in front of you was the site of the Raimbaye. The top picture on P-368 of the
Uintah Railway Pictorial, Vol 1l shows the view from this point.

Route - Continue Approx.1/4 miland you will come to a small junction (Pigeon Toe
Switch) with a BLM sign pointing to Kings Well. Taideft at this point (south) on
“Uintah County 4190 - Kings Well” and proceed li#le to a well site clearing on your
left (O-36.6), and park at this point.

Barlow and Colorow Mines- Cross the road, and climb to the top of thehsligse, and
you will be able to make out the roadbed headinghrto the Barlow, Colorow, and
China Wall minesHike down the roadbed Approx. 1/2 mdad you will come to a
fence across the roadbed, from this point you eartse Barlow and Coloromine sites.
The China Wall Mine is out of sight to the northivApprox. one mileThe picture on P-
361 of theUintah Railway Pictorial, Vol 1l shows the view from the small hill to our
right.

WARNING - Gilsonite veins have vertical sides, are verypdead are sometimes
unprotected. It is best to not approach them, bataxtreme cautiahyou do.

Route - Turn around and drive back to the Pigeon Toetjan. Bear lef{north)
Remaining on “Uintah County 4190", and drive %2 nbddéAmerican.

American - (MP-3.3 O-37.7) American is at a road junction. There wésading
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platform here where ore from the China Wall areaewsiwas loadedbefore the line was
extended to that area. This location was sometoaksd American Switch.

Route - Continue nortt8 miles to Rainbow Junction.

Rainbow Junction - (MP-62, 0-40.8) At the end of a seemingly endlessedt through

a steep winding canyon ainbow junction, where the track from Dragon sigligo

west up the steep canyon to Rainbmwiorth to Watson It can be recognized by the
sudden opening of the canyon on your right anddhd’s gradual curve to the left.
Looking southyou can see the stone foundation from the watds, &aiting on a small
knoll, and see grade on it's right. A little sowththe water tank was where the tracks
split and crossed two curved trestles. That junciimmed a wye and the section of road,
where you are parked formed the third leg. Allrisaio Watson were turned here and
backed the rest of the way.

Route - Bear left (north) for one half mile.

Watson - (MP-62, O-41.3) One half mile north of Rainbowndtion is the site of

Watson. This was the northern terminus of the @jivafter the lines extension from
Dragon, and was the point where passengers amhfreere transferred to stage coaches
and freight wagons to continue northwest to VerMal can still see numerous remains
of buildings, especially just east of the road. fEh&as not any Gilsonite mining in
Watson but it was a regional center for sheep sigpar

Route - you have now finished the tour and can eitherrreto the Grand Junction area
by backtracking the route just taken, or continagmto Rangely, CO or Vernal UT. If
you choose to go north, continue north ? miles wlyeu will come to another dirt road
where you will see sheep pens on your right. Tafihdnd go 4 miles to a stop sign at a
paved road. Turn right at this road and in 4.4 snyleu will come to the company town
of Bonanza (19 miles past Watson) on the west &iden Bonanza continue north to
Vernal, or turn right to Rangely and on to Doudtass and Grand Junction.

| hope you enjoy the tour and that this guide ipfé | solicit any comments and
suggestions that will help make the guide everebeftou can contact me at
bprattl5@bresnan.net at 970-241-2248. Bill Pratt
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